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| Last year, Jane Accardo of West Linn was working as a trained
pharmacy technician for a large medical company, but she wasn't very
happy in that career.

So, it was not a big blow when she was laid off due to the oft-heard
downsizing in corporate America. In fact, losing her job became a
blessing in disguise. It gave her a chance to choose and pursue a career

: doing something she really loves to do.

} ) ) Who wouldn‘t want to turn something they love to do into an income-
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Accardo’s husband gets the credit for placing that idea in his wife’s head and offering support for whatever her choice
might be.

She chose animals.

I love animals,” she said. “It's a passion I've had my whole life. I've always wanted to work with animals. It's the
companionship they provide, the total acceptance they give and the devotion dogs have for humans. It's incredible.
And cats are very cuddly and warm, and if you keep them in the house, they’re very good companions.”

‘0 looked on the Internet and found a person in Lake Oswego with a pet care business that would allow her to work as a
volunteer and learn the trade.

Shawn Ramey of My Cuddly Care gets the credit for nurturing Accardo’s love of animals and teaching her the tenets of
the business.

“She (Ramey) was very generous,” Accardo said, “and allowed me to work with her to see if I liked the work. But I
think I knew I would, because I love animals.”

Just over a meonth ago, Accardo began offering her services to the pets (and pet owners) of the West Linn/Lake
Oswego area. After joining Pet Sitters International, and getting a business license, liability insurance and a bond, she
opened Antic’s Pet Care, pet sitting and dog walking.

But Accardo’s relationship with Ramey wasn't over when she began her business. Even though both pet sitters care for

both dogs and cats, Ramey mainly specializes in cats and Accardo says she is a “real big dog person.” Given that slight

difference in their businesses, the two formed a working relationship — an informal back-up system with one another’s
clients.

If Ramey has too much work to handle a particular animal or would rather not care for a specific dog, Accardo is asked
to fill in as a substitute sitter or walker. And vice-versa if Accardo is over-booked and can’t handle a client’s request.

* “For example,” Accardo said, “she’s just a real expert in medicating cats, so I use her a lot. But if she has a dog that is
a little rambunctious, she’ll call me.”

But Accardo will care for more than just dogs and cats. She also will accept clients that include birds, some reptiles,
rabbits, ferrets and rodents.

Accardo’s experience for this type of work, she says, comes from personal experience. She is a member of Greyhound
Pets of America, and has rescued a number of greyhounds from the track in Gresham.



[image: image2.png]She also has lots of experience taking care of her neighbor’s cats and caring for her own cat and the boxers that she
owned while she was growing up.

I grew up with boxers, but had to give them up due to my traveling,” she said. "I switched over to greyhounds
because I wanted to get dogs in my life again after I had settled down.”

Animals are members of many families, Accardo says, and they deserve proper treatment. There are times in any
family’s life that the members are too busy or too ill or too distracted to give their animals proper care.

That’s when Accardo’s services can be a godsend.
She says she treats her four-legged clients the same way she treats her own animals.

1 spoil my animals,” she said. “If animals are in the house with nobody home for nine hours, they get bored.
Sometimes they get mischievous when they are home alone for long periods.

“And I feel like animals give us so much that they deserve a lot in the care we offer them. We really need to invest in
our animals.”

Such as daily attention, reguiar exercise and proper nutrition.

“A lot of my clients say: ‘I'm so glad you are here because 1'm really busy and I've got so many things in my life, but
my animals deserve this.” ” Accardo said.

i Accardo designs her services for her clients to fit their specific needs. If they want to keep their animal at home while
they are on vacation, Accardo can make daily visits to provide the necessary care. She'll also do things for security
purposes such as altering blinds and lights, taking out trash and recycling, and picking up mail and newspapers.

If exercise is all that is necessary, she’ll do anything from once a week to daily walks of whatever length is desired.
She also gives medication and offers a pet taxi service, taking animals to grooming appointments or the vet.

All she wants is a chance to evaluate the situation. She offers a free initial consuitation to assess the animals and find
out if they will be compatible with her.

And before a client leaves town, she wilt make a home visit at a time when the owners are not at home - just to see
how the animat will act and react to Accardo’s presence without the owner.

She just doesnt want to have the owners out of town and an overly protective dog keeping her out of the house.

[ don't have a lot of fear of dogs,” she said. “I've been raised with very large dogs, and I've had two that were very
protective and aggressive. I won't put myself at risk, but I know how to be strong and keep the upper-hand.”

She also knows how to love animals. To her, that expression of love comes naturally. In Accardo’s lifestyle, it's a
commitment.

“The last time Hwy. 43 flooded, I was out walking four dogs in the rain,” she said, “just because I love it. And because
it’s a commitment, not only to the owners, but also to the dogs.

“There are some owners who say I don’t have to take the dogs out if it’s raining, but when I rattle the leash and they
almost go berserk because they’re so happy. They just want to get out, and it’s a strong enough commitment for me
to do that for them.”

With her recent change of career, Accardo can‘t see herself working inside a building anymore. Nowadays, her
motivation for work is felt on an emotional level.

She loves her work, and she’d love to care for your dog or cat.

For more information or a consultation, call Accardo at 503-880-1710 or send an e-mail letter to
jane@anticspetcare.com or visit her Web site at www.anticspetcare.com
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Old contact information in this 2003Antics Website article:

www.anticspetcarellc.com and j.anticspetcare@gmail.com  are current 

Phone number is still 503-880-1710

